
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON: Matthew 2:1-12 preached at Faith  in Radcliff, KY for Epiphany – 1/7/2007

GREETING: Peace to you and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
TEXT: 1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked,  "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."  3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 6 "'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'"  7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.  8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”  9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

INTRODUCTION
My dear Christian friends, Merry Christmas to you all.  Did you know that for the first four hundred years after the birth of Christ, Christmas was celebrated on January 6?  Yesterday according to the Christian church year was Epiphany.  The word Epiphany means to show or to reveal.  Epiphany is the festival of the church year in which we celebrate God revealing or showing his glory by sending his Son, Jesus Christ, into the world. 

For the last sixteen hundred years the focus of the Epiphany, when celebrated, has been on the coming of the Wise Men.  It has also been called the Christmas of the Gentiles.  The coming of the Wise Men and their worship of the Babe of Bethlehem as the King of kings reveals the glory of God in the sending of his Son.

Let us consider then on this Festival of Epiphany:


THE GLORY OF THE BABE OF BETHLEHEM

I. Revealed by a wondrous star


II. Revealed by the Word of God


III. Revealed by the worshiping Wise Men

I. REVEALED BY A WONDROUS STAR
A. Why did  the Wise Men make such a journey?  Look at verse two of our text:  "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."   This was no ordinary star or junction of planets.  The Wise Men were constantly observing the skies, looking for anything different or out of the ordinary.  These men were astronomers and astrologers.

This star was a supernatural occurrence.  They had never seen anything like it.  It not only appeared–look at verse 9: After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.
B. Only God can control nature like this.  God created the heavens and the earth.  God called everything into being from nothing.  God made the sun, moon and stars and placed them in the sky.  Surely, God could make a special star to appear when he wanted and place that star where he wanted.

God did this to reveal the glory of this Child born in Bethlehem.  This was not just any Baby.  This was Emmanuel–God with us–as we heard during Advent and at Christmas time.  The church season we are beginning this week–Epiphany–presents this Babe born in Bethlehem as true God and true Man in one Person.

But why did the Wise Men travel such a great distance?  Did they do all of this just because a new star appeared in the sky?  How did they know to head for the land of Palestine, to the city of Jerusalem?  The glory of the Babe born in Bethlehem was revealed not just by a wondrous star but also 


II. BY THE WORD OF GOD.
A. The Wise Men had been waiting for the star to appear.  Hundreds of years before the star appeared, Daniel the Jewish prophet was in Babylon as the chief of the Wise Men.  Do you remember Daniel from the lions’ den, etc.?  Daniel shared with them the Old Testament Scriptures.  He had probably shared with them the Old Testament prophecy that a star would announce the birth of the King of the Jews–Numbers 24:17: A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel.  Generation after generation of wise men had looked and waited for this star to appear.

B. Stars in the sky cannot produce saving faith.  Only the Holy Spirit working through the Word of God can do that.  Look at verses 3-6: 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 6 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’”
What joy and excitement the Wise Men must have felt when they heard these Scriptures read!  God used wicked King Herod and the scribes to give these Wise Men further revelation, a greater epiphany.  They are told of a Savior King, the Shepherd of Israel, the Christ.  Their Lord and Savior had come just as God had revealed it in his Word.

C. You and I have shared in this joy and excitement.  By faith we again went to Bethlehem.  We did not go just because of a star or because our children were in the Christmas program.  We went because of the Word of God such as Luke 2:10-11: But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord."  And, of course, John 3:16: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."
God has revealed the glory of the Christ child to us in His Word (star/cross).  We have traveled by faith not only to see the Babe in Bethlehem.  By faith the Holy Spirit has also led us to a small hill on the other side of Jerusalem thirty-three years later, to a place we call Calvary.  There we saw the Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth, crucified for us and our sins.  We saw him take upon himself what Isaiah the prophet had promised: 4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:4-6) And three days later we were led a little farther to an empty tomb to hear angels declare: He is not.  He is risen.
That is why we came here today, isn’t it?  That is why the Wise Men came to Bethlehem more than two thousand years ago.  Therefore, let us finally consider how the glory of the Babe born in Bethlehem is revealed 


III. BY THE WORSHIPING WISE MEN.
A. What is worship really?  Worship is an old English word–  Worth-ship.  It is the value we place on something.  Worship is a matter of receiving and giving.  The Wise Men had received a wonderful revelation of the Son of God by a star and by the Word of God.  No disappointment at only finding a baby.  They did not say, “We traveled all this way and spent all this time and money just to see a baby.”  They had received the gift of the Holy Spirit–saving faith.  So in that Babe of Bethlehem they saw the King of the Jews, the Savior of the world.

In response to what they had received, the Wise Men gave gifts.  Look at verses 11-12: 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.  The Wise Men gave freely of themselves, of their time and energy, and of their treasures.

B. Our worship is also a matter of receiving and giving.  We know what we receive every time we come to worship.  Through the Word of God and the sacraments, we receive the assurance we are the forgiven sons and daughters of God.  By nature we are not the children of God.  We are lost and condemned creatures as Luther says in his Small Catechism under the Second Article of the Apostles' Creed.  God has made us the brothers and sisters of the Babe born in Bethlehem through Holy Baptism. And then to strengthen our faith, this Babe, our Savior,  has given us his true body and blood in, with and under the bread and wine of Holy Communion.

All of this God did for us not because of any good in us.  It is by grace alone.  God sent his Son as the Babe born in Bethlehem to live a perfect life for us.  To die the death we all deserved to die.  And he raised him again on the third day to let us all know he had accepted every thing his Son did for us.  He has also accepted all of us as his sons and daughters now and forever through saving faith.

C. We are like the Wise Men.  We may not have traveled a thousand miles or more to come to worship today.  Yet, Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church is not just around the corner for most of us.  Coming here to worship is not just a matter of convenience.  No one here today said last night or this morning: "Well, I have nothing better to do.  I might as well go to church."
I remember two military families and what worship in a church with fellow Christians meant to them.  One family was in the Coast Guard in an isolated location.  They could only attend one of our churches once a year.  They saved all year to buy plane tickets for each member of the family ($300 per person–30 years ago) to fly to our closest church for Christmas.  Another family in the Air Force was stationed at the very southwestern tip of Spain.  They traveled two full days on the train to attend our Easter military service in Germany.  Worship is not a matter of convenience, is it?


CONCLUSION

What are your plans for 2007 as we begin a new year?  I saw a church sign that said: More time in God's house this year will bring more good times to your house.  Will we invite others to join us at this house of God this year?  Will we invite a relative, a friend or a neighbor? 

All over the news this past week, we have heard about new year’s resolutions.  What will have worth for us in 2007?  Toward what or toward whom will we generate most of our energies?  Horace Mann, the great American educator, said: "I have never heard anything about the resolutions of the apostles but a good deal about their acts."  May we be like the Wise Men and generate our energies, our time, our talents and abilities, and our money toward that which has eternal value–the worship of our God.  Then the glory of the Babe born in Bethlehem will be revealed.  By a wondrous star.  By the Word of God.  By worshiping wise men. And by the worshiping members of Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church.

I close now with the prayer of the apostle Paul in 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12: With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.  We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.


